In response to Martin Gaba's ;irticle 'Don't Go Changin'' (Opinion June 11), I am surprised that he deigned to write for a mere nursing journal. I read it with openmouthed amazement. His obviously misguided impression is that the nurse's role is the traditional, subservient handmaiden staling up with awe at the god who presents as a doctor. This is the 1990s -nurses all over the world are developing their practice without having to ask the doctor. They are innovative, intelligent, flexible and sensible. Perhaps Dr Gaba is in need of a handmaidensomeone to hold his hand and guide him in the next millennium -because he may be temporarily blinded by the light when his blinkers are removed.
I think that he is a little disconcerted by the idea that nurses and doctors may have to act as a team and provide a shared partnership approach in the best interests of the patient. 'Hris obviously does not happen where he works.
Come out of the dark ages, and join in the modern world! I think most nurses do accept the odd scratch, pinch or bite from confused or distressed individuals, or the occasional earful from an irate patient or relative, as an unfortunate part of the job. But it is not pessimism that has transformed the odd scratch into a physical injury needing attention from colleagues in the A&E department. Nor would those physical and mental injuries be any easier to bear if we had decent salaries and better staffed wards. No amount of money is worth being scared to go to work.
Ms Hollings has belittled the experiences of many of her fellow nurses by commenting on a subject she admits she has no personal experience of. More effective sexual health care may go some way to reducing the number of abortions. However, it is important to recognise that abortion will always be a necessary element of sexual health care and that women having an abortion are owed the same duty of care as with any medical treatment. In recognition of this, the RCN has produced guidelines for nurses in relation to termination of pregnancy.
Our speaker on abortion is an experienced pregnancy cousellor and psychotherapist, who will address the range of complex issues raised by abortion, including the many myths and misconceptions. Celia attended Congress every year and had no problem addressing a large audience. On one occasion she spoke about her breast cancer and mastectomy in a matter-of-fact way, making a lasting impression on those who heard her. Celia believed in being honest and direct.
Until January, Celia was a vice president of the RCN Council. In 1995 she was awarded an MBE and was justly proud of her award from the Queen.
Celia was a wife, mother and grandmother, and a friend to hundreds of RCN members. She will be missed by all and we will always remember her.
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